University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
SourceMex

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

8-26-1992

Volkswagen De Mexico Rehires Workers, Resumes
Operations
Steven Ranieri

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex
Recommended Citation
Ranieri, Steven. "Volkswagen De Mexico Rehires Workers, Resumes Operations." (1992). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
sourcemex/1999

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in SourceMex by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 059824
ISSN: 1054-8890

Volkswagen De Mexico Rehires Workers, Resumes
Operations
by Steven Ranieri
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, August 26, 1992
On Aug. 18, Volkswagen de Mexico management and the union headed by Gaspar Bueno signed
off on a new collective contract. Management spokespersons said union members laid off on July 27
will be reinstated, excepting 16 leaders of the "dissident faction." (See SourceMex 08/19/92 for most
recent update on shutdown and federal arbitration board decision.) The dissidents accused union
leaders of accepting a US$160,000 bribe from management in exchange for introducing Japanesestyle work groups. The union membership was not informed of changes in workplace procedures.
Company executives claim the Puebla plant lost US$10 million per day in sales over the 27 days
of the strike and shutdown. They said operations are to be resumed Aug. 20. In 1991, the company
produced 208,940 automobiles, and controls 33.4% of the domestic market. The plant employs
about 16,000 workers, of which 14,200 are unionized members. During the shutdown period, 70%
of management, administration, and custodial personnel were forced to take vacations. On Aug.
19, about 6,000 Volkswagen employees who disagree with the arbitration board decision plan to
request a Supreme Court injunction. Spokesperson Jesus Valencia said the workers would submit
individual petitions. Regular operations at the Puebla facility were partially resumed on Aug. 20.
As of Thursday, 12,441 union members had been reinstated. Dissidents attempted to rally outside
the plant's main gates. Twelve workers were injured during clashes with police and guard dogs.
Eleven others were arrested. A union source, who requested anonymity, told Spanish news service
EFE on July 18 that the new contract maintains salary and benefits specified in the early July version.
However, according to local news reports published Aug. 21, seniority will no longer recognized,
Saturday is henceforth considered a regular work day, and half-hour lunch breaks have been
eliminated. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 08/18/92; Notimex, 08/19/92; Spanish news service EFE,
08/18/92, 08/20/92; El Financiero, La Jornada, El Universal, 08/21/92)
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